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NEWS FROM THE PRINCIPAL...
by Daniel Wells

Hi all,

What a great start we've had to Term 1! So much to share already in just three

weeks and lots for me to write about in what is my first newsletter at Foster Primary School.
Although it's been a busy start to the year (in all the right ways), | have spent as much time as |
can out and about, chatting to the students, walking around classrooms and having a kick of the
footy in the yard. Students have been incredibly welcoming (as have the parents and carers of
course) and | have thoroughly enjoyed hearing about their interests, hobbies, passions and also
what motivates them to learn here at school. | hope to dedicate some more time to this
throughout the term, as it helps me gain a deeper understanding around how we can best
support students across our school. This is exciting and ongoing work for most schools, and we'll
of course keep you updated on our journey.

Other Strategic Work

Our staff have already been working hard to finalise this years Annual Implementation Plan
(AIP), which feeds into our schools four-year Strategic Plan. Staff have been working
collaboratively to finalise the goals, key improvement strategies and ‘next steps’ for our school.
The two key pieces of work that have come out of this exercise include a consistent approach to
planning and assessment across the school (with a particular focus on Numeracy) and building
the capacity of students to be resilient, responsible and respectful individuals in life and in their
relationships with others.
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Parent Teacher Interviews

We are also in the process of finalising the details around parent teacher interviews, which will
likely run Week 9, towards the end of this term. We'll aim to get the final details out to families
by the end of Week 5, giving you plenty of time to make arrangements if necessary. We're
hoping parent teacher interviews will be a great opportunity for all parents and carers to meet
with the classroom teacher, discuss how the year has started, celebrate the positives and flag
any concerns they may have. Parent teacher interviews play an important role in helping build
a strong partnership between home and school. We hope to see you all there once the details
have been finalised.

Year Level Weekly Updates

We hope you've been enjoying the weekly updates from classroom teachers showcasing what
students have been learning during the week and also flagging what's coming up the following
week, including key dates for your diary. These updates were in response to community
feedback towards the end of last year and we hope they’re a step in the right direction towards
providing clear, concise and valuable information to families in a timely manner. | know our
staff are really excited to hear your feedback, so please pop into the school or send your childs
teacher an email highlighting the positives and sharing your thoughts. Watch this spacel!

NAPLAN

We also have NAPLAN coming up for our Year 3 and Year 5 students starting on Wednesday
12th March (Week 7) with Writing first. There will be more information coming out to families
over the next week or two with information around how best to support your child/ren during
NAPLAN. We encourage families to discuss NAPLAN positively at home in the lead up to it
and listen out for terms like ‘practice mode’ and ‘performance mode’ coming from your
child/ren when discussing it. These are important terms to help students prepare themselves for
test conditions.

Open Classrooms

We hope you've saved the date for open classrooms on Tuesday 25th Feb from 9.15 -
10.00am. Families are welcome onsite from 8.30am onwards and there will be tea, coffee
and toast/cereal offered by the breakfast club team. This is a great opportunity to sit, have a
bite to eat with your child/children, then head into their classroom to join in with some student
led math games. This is an informal event, so we hope to see you all here just to have a bit of
fun if anything. | know I'm looking forward to it and so are all the staff and students!

Newsletter and Facebook

You may have also seen my Compass post in regards to our newsletter and Facebook. In
essence, we're going fo trial two newsletters this term. One earlier in the term (this one) to
share a bit about what's coming up... and one later in the term as a recap. This was based on
feedback from families that often they're just too lengthy and not always relevant. We're going
to be using Facebook as our main platform to celebrate and showcase all the wonderful things
students are doing here at Foster P.S. both in the classroom, in the yard and the wider
community. Please, if you haven’t checked out our Facebook page, please do so and spread
the word with families and friends.




NEWS FROM THE PRINCIPAL...

Term 1 Calendar

Finally, you'll notice the Term 1 Calendar below including in this
newsletter. Our wonderful office staff have included all the key dates
we're aware of this term. Please note, some of these dates may

change through no fault of our own, but we'll aim to give families
plenty of notice to avoid disruption and help with planning. We will
also be posting the Term 1 Calendar on Compass as a separate
post, so families have quick access to it and can run a quick print off
to stick on the fridge at home. Again, we hope this helps provide
clearer communication between school and home and we're always
open to your feedback from families to help strengthen our methods
of communication.

Well that's it from me! | hope you've enjoyed the read and feel
there’s some valuable information above. You won’t see me around

this week as I'm away on long service leave, but I'll be back on
deck on Monday 24th February to kick off the start of Week 5.

Kind regards,
Dan Wells

ANNUAL PRIVACY POLICY REMINDER...

Our school collects and uses student and parent personal information for
standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the
School’s Privacy Policy and the School’s Privacy Collection

Notice.

https: //fosterps.vic.edu.au/wpcontent/uploads /2025 /02 /Privacy_Colle
ction_Notice.pdf

Our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students Policy describes
how we collect and use photographs, video and recordings of students.
The policy also explains when parent consent is required and how it can
be provided and withdrawn.

https: //fosterps.vic.edu.au/wpcontent/uploads /2025 /06 /Photographin
gdilmingrecordingstudents-policy-2025. pdf

We ask parents to also review the guidance we provide on how we use
Arc | Software | Google Workspace for Education
(educationapps.vic.gov.au) safely at the school and what parents can do
to further protect their child’s information. If after reviewing the
guidance, you have any questions or concerns regarding your child

Be Respectful

using use Arc | Software | Google Workspace for Education Be a Learner

(educationapps.vic.gov.au) please contact the school.

Be Safe
Be Caring

Everyone can learn to learn
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MEET THE TEACHER...

Meet the PE teacher: Mrs Rooker

| have the exciting job of teaching Physical Education to all grades
at Foster Primary this year, plus I'm responsible for organising most
of the sporting events too. Throughout 2025, all students will have
the opportunity to participate in a swimming program, an athletics
carnival and a whole school cross country event.

During PE classes, our goal is to have fun while moving our bodies
in a variety of different ways. My aim is to provide a supportive
environment where all students feel confident to try new things, build
on their skills and enjoy being active.

When | was younger, | played netball, softball and did a LOT of
gymnastics. | have been a gymnastics coach for over 25 years, and
| love incorporating gymnastic fundamentals into my PE lessons as
the skills are amazing building blocks for many other sports.

My favourite AFL and AFLW team is the Melbourne Demons, my
favourite sporting event is the Olympics and Paralympics, and even
though | have a slight British accent, | am very much Australian,
especially during the Ashes!

| have two daughters here at FPS, Edith is in Prep and Florence is in
Grade 3. In addition to PE, | also teach the incredible Grade 4/5PR
on Thursdays and Fridays.

Be Respectful

contains important information and resources for B ea Le arner
parents and carers to help their children unlock their
potential for a new year of learning in 2025 Be Sa fe
A new year of learning | vic.gov.au

The following link from the Victorian Government

s Everyone can learn to learn

Be Caring



https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vic.gov.au%2Fnew-year-learning&data=05%7C02%7CJulie.Blyth%40education.vic.gov.au%7C73d02f0c4a714c92788008dd18a6c3b5%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638693826696847713%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cBVAIDaPc5rg8A2q0CMc%2B%2BsJuSiq5Y%2F4zwQml8XmqTA%3D&reserved=0
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