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NEWS FROM THE PRINCIPAL...

by Scott Moorhouse

It has been fantastic that the weather has turned and we are now
enjoying some outside time with sunny, warm days. | am sharing the
following information with you as it is important to keep up to date
with what's happening at the end of a school year as it becomes
extremely busy.

School Saving Bonus

Alison and | will be attending a seminar on this next week to exactly
what it looks like for everybody. | am expecting that after this we
will be able share accurate information with you about how to
access and spend your child’s money. This communication may
occur before the next newsletter.

Teaching and Learning

As the term winds down, we receive many reports about how our
school is faring both against the DET expectations and comparisons
with schools that are similar to ours. Last year was poor and there
were many areas where we needed to improve. | am pleased to say
that with your help, the help of school council, our great students,
staff and our school leadership that we are slowly but surely making
some really good improvement across a range of areas.

Everyone can learn to learn

Be Respectful
Be a Learner

Be Safe
Be Caring



NEWS FROM THE PRINCIPAL...

This year, on the new ranking system, we were ranked ‘medium’.

This puts us in the middle 2 quartiles of all schools in Victoria.

There were many areas in which we improved but our largest
growth was in Numeracy where all indicators were either high or
improving.

We still have many challenges, most notably in the wellbeing area.
Andrea Bell will be overseeing some improvements in this area
over the next 12 months. The particular areas of interest are
Stimulating Students Learning and Student Voice and Agency.

| am proud to celebrate this with you and know the job is far from
done - but it is a great first step on the journey to making our
school a better place.

OVERALL performance group SIMILAR schools

We are currently advertising for 2 teachers — a music teacher and a
classroom teacher. Please spread this message around to any people
you may know who suit these roles. Candidates can apply through
Recruitment Online as per the DET process.

Ali Wogan-Browne will be on Long Service Leave from the 25th
November for 2 weeks — Replaced by Narelle Buttigieg.

Scott Moorhouse will be on Sick Leave from the 22nd November

(2 weeks) - replaced by Richard Johnson (week 1) & Andrea Bell (week
2).

Farmers Market BBQ Fundraiser — we need help!

Steph Matthews has done an incredible job as our volunteer at the monthly

Farmers Market in Foster and we are very appreciative of her efforts and the

income generated for our school - THANK YOU Steph!

The income from this monthly stall is very important as it helps to fund the Kitchen-

Garden program that is enjoyed by so many of our students. The stall also gives

visibility of our school in the community and is an important connection to both

visitors and locals to our area.

Now it's time for Steph to pass the volunteer position along to the next person/s to

carry on this wonderful fundraising opportunity.

Steph has graciously offered to remain in the background, assisting with the

ordering of food to cook at the market, we just need a small team of people to

offer their time to run the BBQ.

The volunteer parent/carer is encouraged to bring along their child/ren to help - Be Respe thul
it's a great opportunity for the students to learn about the operation of a

“business”. The Foster Farmers market is on the 3rd Saturday of each month (from

<5 ' | Be a Learner

The BBQ fundraiser is an integral part of the school and we are at risk of losing

this important source of community contact and fundraising stream. Be Safe

We would love to hear from interested volunteers — please contact the school to

discuss this further. Be Caring



https://www.schools.vic.gov.au/recruitment-online

On the day we left for camp, everyone was buzzing with
excitement. We dropped our bags off in the bus shelter and
got prepared for the long bus trip.

The bus was slow and everyone was quiet , until we got
closer and closer to camp, the noise level ( and excitement )
grew and grew!

The first few activities we had were hut building & damper
making. So we had to build a hut in 30 degree weather!
No one in our group was really acting like they were
enjoying themselves because it seemed like it would just go
on forever in the heat! After the hut building, we were
making damper. The weather was already very hot but now
we had to stand next to a firel! But | don't think anyone
really minded, because we were all hungry.

Day 2 highlights:

After a long night's sleep we were up and ready for the
next day at camp. My group had the giant swing which
was definitely one of the highlights on camp for me! It lifted
up, and up, and up until they yelled out “ Your at the top!
Pull the rope in 3,2,1!” Then WOOOSHH!! Down | fell
screaming so loud that the people all the way over af the
high ropes could hear me! It was a blast!

The next highlight was definitely raft making! | was excited
to swim in the Lake. We were given Wood planks, Ropes
and pipes to build our raft with. Our team made a pretty
small raft, but luckily, we all fitted! We went second out into
the water and

Sunk @ but the water was so warm that no one minded.
Everyone was laughing and having a great time!

Day 3 highlights:

It was our last day at camp! Today had to be awesome!
Our group had high Ropes which | was really looking
forward to. We had to walk over to the far side of the lake
and get our harnesses on. We got into groups of 3, and
chose 1 person from our group to go first. When | got up, |
understood why it was called the HIGH ropes! | had a great
time and loved all of the obstacles!

This camp was great fun and | am definitely looking
forward to next year!




Cody

On Wednesday the 6th of November the grade 5/6s went
on camp at Coonawarra Farm Resort we stopped at
Stratford for a break.

Some of the activities were Canoeing, Flying fox, Giant
swing, High ropes, Archery and Raft making.

But we also had 2 available sessions to go in the pool,
there was a maze that we could use in our free time. The
funniest part was when Levi fell in the water getting in the
canoe [it was all Miss Power’s fault] because the canoe
was moving away from Levi and it meant that Levi fell in
the lake.

Inessa

Camp Coonawarra was a chill, entertaining overall great
experience. Me, Louisa, Ebony and Jean were all in a
cabin together- cabin 6 ( the BEST cabin, in my opinionl).
To start off the sweltering hot 34-degree day, we all sat in
the undercover area and had lunch- pretty chill so far. The
first activity to properly start off camp was hut building and
damper-making. That's right, we sat in front of a campfire
toasting damper in the middle of the bush on a 34-degree
day! It was still pretty fun though; we stacked logs and
sticks up against the base to make the huts. Group 2 won,
but it was still great fun (| was in group 3)!

The giant swing was really high, and really fun! | went to
the top, and there was about 1 second of free-fall before
the swing suspended you, it was exhilarating! One thing |
must mention is the food at this camp was the best food out
of all the camps I've been tol For the dinners we had Pasta
bake and the next night Nachos, and for dessert we had
chocolate pudding, and ice-cream and cake! Also, the
Flying fox was amazing. We got to go with a friend next
to us and it went over the lake. It was beautiful, even
though | was too light to reach the tanbark at the end!




Willow

We left on Wednesday in what felt like 40 degree heat to
go and build huts and cook damper on the fire, on the first
night we had a night hike which took about an hour as we
start to walk there was a baby snake that wriggled in
between everyone's feet and later on there was a massive
dead snake just lying on the side of the road.

NEXT DAY |

For the raft making two groups went together, it was so
much fun, but | don't think anyone’s raft stayed afloat.
Giant swing, to be able to go on you had to put on a
harness helmet and goggles. We think everyone heard
Steph scream.

That night was movie night we started watching monsters
Inc but it didn't work so instead we got about half an hour
in our cabins to just talk and get ready. Some of us didn't
fall asleep as quickly as the rest of our cabin, they kept
telling us to be quiet, we went outside for a break so they
could sleep, outside was Ms Jones she told us we had to be
quiet and then she showed us her meditating skill which was
hamburger cheese burger which made us laugh even more
but we eventually got to sleep.

In the morning was breakfast and our last two activities.

One of our two activities was high ropes in which two

groups went together, us and another group and | think Paul
made everyone laugh by falling off. Then was there was the
2 hour and 45-minute drive home.




Grade 2/3M and 3/4Y have had another couple of
fantastic weeks with lots of excitement happening with
students sharing their stories about Grade 2 sleepover and
the upcoming Grade 3/4 camp. We are thoroughly
enjoying watching how these two grades have developed
their friendships and are working beautifully with each
other.

Grade 3/4Y have been working hard on their Sensory
Garden. Ms Young has been really impressed with the
research that has gone into this to make sure that there is

something for everyone. They are very focused in using as

much recycled materials as possible to save their budget
until the very end. Thank you to the parents who have
helped the students at home with their making projects.

We have also been working on our Stop Motion Animation
Movies and can’t wait to share these with everyone. Lots of
thought has gone into developing their characters and
creating the perfect scene for their story.

At the end of the day the bell went and the fun began. First we
had a disco for 30 minutes and then we went in to Mrs Bell’s
room and we made the room on the broom. | liked it!! Then we
went to the fire place. We had smores. It went everywhere and
then we got ready for the night walk. We went around the golf
course and ran a bit. We got back, had supper in the staffroom
and got ready for bed. We got in bed and watched a movie and
ate popcorn It finished and we went to bed. | liked it because |
liked the activities.

By Roman

After school on Thursday afternoon the Preps, 1’s and 2's stayed
at school. We had afternoon tea. Then we started the activities.
The Grade 2's started at the disco. We did YMCA. Then we
moved into Mrs Bell’s room. We were doing a room on the
broom activity. Then we set up our beds. Next we had dinner
and the Prep’s and 1’s went home. We had a little play in the
playground then we went over to the fire put and we cooked
smores and told scary stories. We waited for it to get a bit darker
then did the night walk. After that we watched half a movie. Then
went into the staffroom for supper. Then we went back and
watched the rest of the movie. Flo and | shared popcorn. For
breakfast we had French toast, juice, toast and cereal. We also
got to go home early on the Friday! | liked the sleepover because
we got to do lots of fun activities.

By Lucy

Camp Dates....

Grade 3/4 Woorabinda
@ Yallourn North
25th-27th November




Junior Water Safety
at Toora Pool
Grade P -2

Feedback from the students

“| liked laying on the ground watching the movie and the
yummy chocolate cupcake”

“We had a disco which was my favourite part because Mr
Carver played cool music and | danced”

“I had a good sleepover because we had smores and went
for a walk around the golf course”

“The sleepover was really, really fun because we had
afternoon tea in the staffroom”

“It was really fun. First we had a disco with Mr Carver and
then we made Room on the broom craft with Mrs Bell. | liked
the sleepover because of the fun activities”

“The Grade 2 sleepover was the best time ever because we
watched a movie, went for a night walk and ate Miss Moore
smores”

“I had a great time”

“The activities were so much fun”

“| enjoyed the skipping ropes, chalk art and sleeping over at
the school”

“We all slept in the BER building and watched a movie. It
was fun”

“My favourite part was the sleepover and | kept asking Miss
Moore if | could get chicken nuggets, but we ate sausages
and burgers for dinner”

“It was the best day ever”

“I had a good time skipping, setting up my bed and eating
the food”

“| liked the sleepover because we watched a movie”

“| like the sleepover because we did fun activities and ate
smores”

“I liked cooking smores over the fire pit”

« "I liked the french toast, cereal and juice for breakfast”
Thank you to our wonderful Parents and Friend volunteers,
Education Support Professionals, Mr Moorhouse and Teachers
for your efforts in orgainising such a positive experience.




Our Early Act Crew meeting with special guests 'Our

fabulous SRC Team'. Absolutely fantastic seeing both of
these teams collaborating together to update our senior
sandpit. Looking forward in seeing this all come together.
Well done students

Jenny Young

Be Respectful
Be a Learner

Everyone can learn to learn Be Safe

Be Caring



Throughout the last couple of weeks in our Respectful
Relationships lessons, the students have been learning
about the topic of Gender and Identity. Learning tasks
within this topic assist students to challenge stereotypes
and critique the influence of gender norms on attitudes
and behaviours in an age-appropriate manner. Students
learn about key issues relating to human rights and gender
identity and focus on the importance of respect within
relationships. The learning tasks also promote respect for
diversity and differences.

Check out this great resource for more information in how
you might challenge the typical gender stereotypes with
your children.

https://www levelplayground.org.au/gender-
stereotypes/

We asked our Prep/One students some question prompts
as outlined in our Respectful Relationships lessons. Their
responses show that games, clothes and colours that
people prefer do not have to match with whether they are
a boy or girl.

Do girls like to do the same things?

Ellie: No, because some girls like to ride motorbikes and
some girls like fairies.”

Mahalia: “No, because everyone is different.”

Do boys like to do the same things?

Aysha: “No, because they are all different.”

Oscar: “No, because some boys don't like trucks.”

Thank you to P/1C and P/1 B for sharing their learning
last week at assembly.
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Student Free Dates...
Monday 2nd December
Friday 20th December




Wellbeing News...

FOSTER PRIMARY SCHOOL PRESENTS

Introducing Our new Education Support Person.

We are excited to welcome Michelle Richards to Foster
Primary as our new Education Support Person. Michelle
previously held this role several years ago while her children
attended our school. After taking time off to care for her
family, she ran her own business with her husband.
Michelle brings with her experience, enthusiasm and a kind,
caring nature. She has already completed personal

HOSTED BY NICK CARVER

development courses to enhance her skills further. \\ . NovemBEr sOTH
We are confident that Michelle will make a positive impact on FRESTAGRANT 18
both students and staff and has quickly become a favourite 5 AT e
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ROLLER SKATING
COME & TRY

TIAM-11.15 .DEPB\’ [J£MU
1130-12.30PM ADULTS (16+) COME & TRY
12.45 - 1.45PM KIDS & TEENS (6-17)COME & TRY
145-2PM JUNIOR DERBY DEMONSTRATION

FUNDED BY THIS GIRL C.AN E
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Be Respectful
Be a Learner
Be Safe

Everyone can learn to learn Be Caring
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