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Everyone can learn to learn

The latest news and updates from Foster Primary School

NEWS FROM THE PRINCIPAL...      
by Scott Moorhouse
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Your Opinion

At FPS we are attempting to create a culture of feedback. We
understand that feedback is positive, constructive, balanced and
can be unfavourable. Our leadership team is open to all feedback
in order to genuinely improve the experiences that your children
have at school. In particular we are looking to improve in line with
our current plans but if there is anything which you would like
raised we are open to this too. I thank those who have already
submitted some form of feedback. I would also like to thank the
school council for their work in co-designing these questions.
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September
2nd - 6th - Literacy & Numeracy
               Week
3rd - Grade 6 Orientation @ FSC
4th - Aviva Music Incursion
6th - PJ Day Fundraiser
6﻿th - Assembly @ 2.30pm
6th - Newsletter Day
9th - STP Conferences 3.30-4.30
10th - STP Conferences 3.30-4.30
10th - School Council - TBC
11th - STP Conferences 3.30-4.30
11th - Night Foster Primary School
          Performance at FSC
11th - National Day against
         bullying
12th - STP Conferences 3.30-4.30
12th - RUOK? Day
12th - Division Athletics at
         Cranbourne
13﻿th - Assembly @ 2.30pm
16th - STP Conferences 3.30-4.30
17th - Newsletter Day
18th - STP Conferences 3.30-4.30
20th - Footy Colours Day - Special
         Lunch
20﻿th - Assembly @ 2.30pm
20th - Last day of Term 3
21st - Farmers Market Stall

School Saving Bonus
 

The school saving bonus is a cost of living measure that was
announced at the last state election and will begin to be available
to families soon. This is a one off payment. After attending several
briefings with the DET my understanding is this:
· Each Child is entitled to $400 of subsidy – every currently
enrolled student is eligible. 
· This subsidy can be spent on:

 Camps, excursions and incursions
Swimming and Sporting programs
Graduations
School Uniforms
Textbooks* (I am still to work out whether this is booklist
books)
Compulsory School Fees

· There is no application required.
· The current or future CSEF (Camps Sports and Excursion Fund)
recipients will still receive this money in 2025.
· You will be able to manage this money through a designated
portal which will become active in November. Date TBA.
 

What you need to do
 

1. Ensure that your child is enrolled in a school for 2025. This is
important for those in grade 6 or any children moving from
Kindergarten to Foster PS. This needs to be done by 18th October
2024. The school has no way of controlling late enrolments after
this date.

2. Make sure that your email address and your phone number are
up to date with Foster PS. This is how you will be communicated
with by the state government. I cannot stress how important this
will be.

This will be fantastic for families, if you need any assistance
myself or our office staff will help where we can.
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October
7th -  Start Term 4
10th - Prep Transition
11th - Division Summer Sport
15th - Regional Athletics
17th - Prep Transition
18th - Colour Fun Run
18th - Newsletter Day
24th - Prep Transition
25th - World Teachers Day
31st - Prep Transition
31st - Regional 
         Basketball/Netball/Softball

Granny Winchester Poetry
 

Our grade 5/6’s have been working really hard at their poetry
over this term. I have been really inspired by their deep and
thoughtful prose. This will be judged on Friday and I encourage
anybody who has some time to come along and have a listen at
what young people can do.
 

Staffing
 

We understand that there has been many staff absent over the
last fortnight. We are expecting Miss Bell back soon and Mrs
Little will take over PE for the rest of term. Thank you Mrs.
Buttegieg for providing the constantly smiling face in front of
P/1B over the last little while. 
Miss Wanklyn is currently on Long service leave until the end of
term and Mrs Young is also taking long service leave for one day
per week. We thank those who have assisted us to keep our
learning happening everyday.

Foster Primary 'Green Thumb Challenge'
 We are launching a garden competition to showcase the
creative gardening skills of students across different classes. Our
aim is to promote environmental awareness and teamwork
among the students while encouraging a hands-on approach to
plant care and garden design. 
All students from year 2 to year 6 will participate in the
competition and each class has been assigned a specific garden
plot where they will design and cultivate their own gardens.
We will be awarding a fortnightly award to the class that has
shown extra effort, culminating in one garden being crown
'Garden of the Year'
2/3D - Berry Garden - Located behind the Junior building
 

2/3M - Native Garden - Located next to the Netball court
 

3/4Y - Sensory Garden - Next to the 3/4Y classroom
 

4/5PW - Lizard Garden - Extension & Improvement of existing
Lizard garden
 

5/6J - Kolourful Kaos Flower Garden - Next to the staff car park
 

5/6P - Mindfulness Garden - Near Bus shelter 
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Reminder: Foster PS annual family 'check-in' 
We want to know what you really think - please return or fill out
your survey!

Last week, a short survey was launched, jointly prepared by the
School Council and the School Leadership team. We are ready to
listen to your experiences and want to hear the good, the bad,
your ideas and even problems you have no idea how to solve!
 
Feedback from our families is important - without this information
being documented, it cannot be addressed.
 
We do want to get as much feedback as possible and it has been
a slow start...so please use the QR code below to access the
survey online or return the hardcopy that came home last week.
 
Thanks for your help,
Lucy Allsop
School Council President

**NB: If you feel uncomfortable about putting your name on it,
consider using an alias or return an anonymous hard copy - all
information collected is important.
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Classroom News...

Class 2/3D
This week 2/3D has been learning about the parts of a
narrative which are the characters, setting, problem and
solution. Sometimes there is a morals or lesson to a story as
well. We have been reading many different narratives and
even writing them. When writing a narrative, we have learned
to start with an action, use dynamic dialogue and tighten the
tension so that our audience can’t believe that the problem is
finally solved. In Maths we have been focusing on addition
with regrouping. We’ve learned to always start in the ones
place and carry the tens into the tens place with 2-digit
addition. We’ve also been practising mental addition
strategies such as doubles, bridging to 10 and rainbow
numbers (friends of ten). 
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Classroom News...

Middle Building News
Students in 3/4Y and 2/3M have worked really hard
throughout the last couple of weeks. We have been really
impressed with their perseverance and positive mindset to
have a go a new challenges. 
It has been great to have the Year 9 students with us each
Wednesday to support us with our learning. They have
listened to us read, helped us with our learning tasks,
joined in with our games, contributed to whole class
conversations and enjoyed getting to know us. Thank you
Year 9’s. 
Last week we got to wear a splash of purple to celebrate
diversity. We all enjoyed coming together to support in our
commitment to creating a safe and supportive environment
for everyone. 
In Garden, both classes have been busy designing their
class garden area for our whole school competition. Stay
tuned as we will be looking for some materials that you
may have at home to help bring our ideas together. 
It has been great to see most students reading regularly and
remembering their diaries. A reminder to please encourage
your child to read each day and bring their reading diary
to school. 
Last Friday, all students from Grades 2-6 moved classrooms
to spend an hour with their year level. The Grade 2
students were with Mr. Davis, Grade 3 students with Ms
Young and Miss Moore, Grade 4 students with Miss
Wanklyn, Grade 5 students with Mrs Jackson and the
Grade 6 students with Mrs. Wogan Browne. They
absolutely loved working together for their Free Write
session. 
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Classroom News...
BER Building Happenings
It’s been a busy few weeks in the BER building. Over the past few
weeks, students have been working on their poetry. It has been
fabulous to see the students reflect their thoughts and creativity in
their writing. Below are some of the poems students have written.

Throughout this term, The 5/6 classes have been busy designing
modular homes. Students have had to develop floorplans,
complete drawings with different views, determine what their
house would cost to build and create a persuasive sales pitch for
their homes. Students have also had the opportunity to design a
room using IKEA Kreativ. This week we completed our project,
and we were fortunate to have the team from Paragreen Real
Estate come to judge and critique our designs. They then selected
four designs as winners. Two of these designs were selected as
the ones that best met the criteria set for the project. They then
chose the house which would sell for the most money. The last
house chosen was the house that would be most likely/easiest to
sell in Foster. It has been fabulous to see all the collaborative
efforts from students on this task. 

Our Mappen focus this term is Care for the Kids. Students have
learnt some astonishing facts about the effects Malnutrition,
Illiteracy, Poverty and Sanitation have on children around the
world. They have researched Aid Agencies to find out what they
do to attempt to address these imbalances. The general feeling in
our class is that we are very lucky to live in Australia! 
Some facts that have made us feel this way are:

22,000 children die each day due to poverty.
2.6 million children die each year from the underlying causes
of malnutrition.   Jodhvir
50% of the world’s population live on less than $2.50 a day.
Oli
If the world’s 100 richest people donated their income, they
could end extreme poverty four times over.  James
2.3 billion people do not have access to toilets.   
One course of Oral Rehydration Salts can save a child’s life
from the effects of diarrhoeal dehydration. It costs just 7 cents.
Kaedan
Burkina Faso has the highest rate of child labour in the world.
Zac

Limerick – By Jake
There was a big ship

That started to tip
Down it sank

Next to the bank
Rested on the ocean floor

in a dip

Limerick – By Hudson
I was swimming in the

ocean
Then I saw a bottle of

lotion
I swam to shore
Riding a boar

Then he went to maccas
for a promotion

Yellow Bananas – By Sam
I ran to the Bahamas

In fancy pyjama’s
It was a bit rough

But I’m kinda tough
And finally got my fresh

pair of bright yellow
bananas

Rainy Days – By Ziggy &
Casey

Raining hailing dripping
The rain falls fast

Raining hailing dripping
Outside is squelching

I hope it won’t last
Raining hailing dripping

The rain falls fast
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The second part of Term 2 the whole school were looking at the topic
of Problem Solving as part of our Respectful Relationships curriculum. 
This skill is important to help students learn a range of problem-solving
skills through learning tasks so they are able to cope with the
challenges they face in the future. Problem-solving is identified by the
World Health Organisation as a key skill for health. 
Developing students critical and creative thinking skills to explore
different types of problems can build their ability to make responsible
decisions that consider the likely consequences of different ways of
solving problems.
Last week at assembly Grade 3/4Y shared one of the learning tasks
that they had done in the classroom last term. Matilda did a great job
at co-ordinating and explaining the Knot Game for the whole school
to play. After we all played the game Matilda asked everyone to shut
their eyes and think about what made the game challenging and
what strategies we needed to help us. 
Ivy, Jessica, Neave, Josie, Jesinta & Celeste then shared some of the
things that 3/4Y learnt from playing the game. 
These are some of the things that slowed us down to solve the
problem:
- Lack of team work
- People being rough
- Not listening
- Not understanding each others words
- Having more people involved
- Noisy – hard to hear
How do these skills help us in the classroom to make it a friendly and
happy learning space:
- Listening to each other 
- Helping each other 
- Getting to know each other 
- The communication is really nice and enjoyable 
- Patience
- Being confident 
Messages we learned to help us in our everyday lives:
- Patience
- Caring for others will help them care for you 
- Be polite
- Listen to people
- If you co-operate it will go better
- If you are nice to people, they will be nice back 

Respectful  Relat ionships . . .
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Camp Dates....
Grade 5/6 Coonawarra
6th-8th November

Grade 3/4 Woorabinda
@ Yallourn North
25th-27th November

Student Free Dates...
Monday 4th November
Monday 2nd December
Friday 20th December
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Early Act News...
Early Act Update
Early Act is a mini–Rotary Club at lots of schools. We do
projects for the school, community and internationally. In the
club there is Aysha (president), Harriet (vice president), James
(treasurer), Molly (vice treasurer), Luca (correspondence),
Holly (secretary of the minutes) and Sam W (project
manager). Laurie and Liz are from Rotary and come to the
meetings to help and guide us along. Jenny Young is the
teacher who helps out. 
In our meetings we have an agenda, and we use our gavel
and a banner. We have lots of fun, although it’s very official.
We have almost finished the truck track on the junior side.
We have made the bridge for the toy cars to go over and
made the road with concrete. We have also put tanbark on.
We need to flatten out the middle, put a sand river in and
add the fake grass. Then it will be open! 
We have planted two gum trees also on the junior side to
help the koalas. They are growing nicely. 
We have designed a logo for the arch in town outside the
library. We hope you see it up soon. 
We are planning a fundraiser for a yummy food stall where
we will sell lots of biscuits and rum balls. We would like to
thank Liz and Laurie for coming to all the meetings and
helping. Stay tuned for future activities and fundraisers. 
Written by Harriet, Holly and Sam 
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MusicMusic ConcertConcert
11TH  SEPTEMBER 2024

7PM


