NEWS FROM THE PRINCIPAL...
by Scott Moorhouse

It is that time again when we start looking forward to 2025. As part
of this process we are happy to take your concerns into account
when we place students. Our grade structure for 2025 is:

Prep/1

1/2

3/4

3/4

4/5

5/6

5/6

What is the process for grade placement for 20252
Opportunities to build relationships and the sense of belonging
underpin the process of allocating students to classes. The process

has been developed collaboratively with staff and is reviewed Be RESPEthUI
annually. Be a Learner

Be Safe
Everyone can learn to learn Be Caring




NEWS FROM THE PRINCIPAL...

The process of class placement begins with this information:

|. The first step is | invite parents to write to me with any
educational concerns or needs in regard to their child/ren's class
placement for 2025. This information must be in writing,
addressed to the principal and received by Friday October 25th,
2025.

2. In late October, early November each child nominates three
students when they are asked:

Who are three students you think you can or want to work well
with and you would like us to consider being with you in your new
class next year?

3. Students write their choices on a proforma and they are
photocopied. The original is placed in the student file. Teachers
check the file for student's nominations and previous parent
requests.

4. Then, teachers work individually and in year levels to form
classes using the following criteria:

* each student has one student listed in his or her proforma and if
that can't be done the parents are contacted and the situation is
explained to them

e there are groups of like-minded students (ie students working at
the same level academically)

* students' social and emotional needs are taken into account

e students with special needs are placed with a supportive group
e students with behavioural needs (ie those who require extra
support to access the curriculum) are carefully placed

e there is a balance of gender

e there is a mix of students from previous classes.

5. Following this step, the parent letters are given to team leaders,
then each letter is placed on the individual student's file.

6. Next, the specialist teachers look at class lists and identify any
issues they have encountered with students or groups of students.
7. Finally, teachers review the lists a number of times to ensure all
criteria are met before finalizing classes. The final class lists, along
with the parent information, are passed to leadership for input and
to deal with confidential issues.

8. On Transition day students will meet their classes and teachers Be Respectful

for 2025 .
Be a Learner

Be Safe
Everyone can learn to learn Be Caring




Junior News.. Just like that, Term 3 has flown by!

As we wrap up Term 3, we are filled with pride and joy reflecting
on the wonderful growth and achievements of our Grade Prep
and 1 students. It's been an exciting term full of learning,
exploration, and fun!

Highlights of the Term:

Adventures in Learning: Our young learners have been diving into
new topics with enthusiasm. From Sharing and Grouping, Data
Collection, Addition, Subtraction and Measurement in maths; To
exploring the magic of Narratives and Information Reports in
literacy, it's been a joy to witness their curiosity and progress.
Creative Projects: The students have let their imaginations run wild
with a variety of activities in MAPPEN. This term, we focused on
the range of materials that things are made of, their properties
and their uses. Students built a range of structures, from bridges
to aluminium boats!

Outdoor Fun: The beautiful weather allowed us to take full
advantage of our outdoor playtime. Our playground has been a
hive of activity.

Special Events: We had some memorable events this term,
including our “Mini Olympics” where students participated in fun
and friendly competitions, and our “Book Week" dress up, where
children dressed up as their favorite characters and shared their
favorite books with the class.

Social and Emotional Growth: With support from the RRRR
curriculum, we've continued to focus on building positive
relationships and developing social skills. Through role-playing,
group activities, and discussions, students are learning the value
of teamwork, empathy, and communication.

Looking Ahead:

As we approach the final term of the year, we're excited to build
on the progress made and prepare for new adventures.

A reminder to get your hats ready for Term 4 and ensure you
have a drink bottle in your bag for the sunny days ahead. We
highly recommend sunscreen to be applied each morning and
students to have some in their bag to reapply throughout the day.
Thank You!

We want to extend a heartfelt thank you to all the parents and

guardians for your continued support and involvement in your
child’s education. Your encouragement and participation make a
significant difference. Wishing you all a wonderful break and
looking forward to an exciting final term together!




Classroom News...

As we approach the final term of the year, we're excited to
build on the progress made and prepare for new adventures.
A reminder to get your hats ready for Term 4 and ensure you
have a drink bottle in your bag for the sunny days ahead.
We highly recommend sunscreen to be applied each morning
and students to have some in their bag to reapply throughout
the day.

Thank Youl

We want to extend a heartfelt thank you to all the parents
and guardians for your continued support and involvement in
your child’s education. Your encouragement and participation
make a significant difference. Wishing you all a wonderful
break and looking forward to an exciting final term together!

Middle Years News
The Grade 2's are eager for their ‘Grade 2 Sleepover’ at

school which will be held at Foster Primary School on Thursday
7th November.

The Grade 3/4 students are also looking forward to their camp
on Monday 25th — Wednesday 27th November at
Woorabinda, which is situated in Yallourn North. This camp is
run by the same group as Somers School Camp.

The students are excited (and some a little nervous) which are
all very normal emotions to have prior to camp/sleepover. All
their questions and wonderings will be answered early next
term as we get closer to the dates.

Separate notes for the Grade 2 Sleepover and 3/4
Woorabinda camp will be sent out early Term 4 for expression
of interest for parent helpers. If you have any other questions or
wonderings please do not hesitate to contact your child’s
classroom teacher.

In the meantime, Grade 3/4 families can check out the

Woorabinda Camp website and have a look at the photos and Be Respe ctful

activities that we could be doing: B L
www.woorabindaschoolcamp.org e a Learner
Be Safe

Everyone can learn to learn Be Caring




Highlights of Term 3 in the middle building:

The Olympics Day because it was very fun. My favourite event
was gymnastics because | got to balance - Charlie

Book Week because | got to dress up as Tigger — Vinnie

Story writing. My stories are called Space Dog 5 and the Smore
(with Grace) — Willomena

PJ Day because | got to bring my oodie — Ruby

The Olympics Day because it was so fun. | liked the nerf gun and
you shoot in a hoop — Roman

Writing a book called Luna and Sunny’s Diary. It was really
really fun! — Florence and Lucy

PJ Day because it was fun — Willow

The Music Incursion but it was really loud. | liked the PJ Day too -
Minny

Story Writing because | liked writing about Gary, Sara, Ben and
Bloby. It is fun writing — Alex

PJ Day because we got to wear PJ’s and bring in a gold coin
donation for a charity - Ollie

P) Day because | got to dress up as a cow moo - Kaylee

The Music Incursion because the person who was signing was
pregnant — Fletcher

Olympics Day. My favourite activity was archery — Aashritha

PJ Day because | wore my pyjamas — Mason

Playing basketball and the Melbourne Stars Cricket Visit - Jed
My cat and | went to school together - Evie

Olympics Day because we got to run around and we got to play

games and it was fun - Frankie




We are so proud of our Granny Winchester poetry award
winners for 2024.

Congratulations to:

Matilda M

Ashlee B
Inessa D

Over the last month we have been focusing on Poetry in our
writing lessons.

Students have been working to develop writing skills such
as using simile and metaphor, using words to create strong
feelings and selecting topics that help the reader see in a
new way.

Thank you so much to our Judges, Liz Kindellan and Terry
Harrington who had a very hard job in selecting the award
winners.

Here is some of the feedback they gave to the students:
“The use of repetition is very sophisticated”

“conveys the feelings of the subject”

“sophisticated language of literature”

“evocative language”

“phrase conveys strong language”

“This is an amazing poem clearly written by someone
with a deep love and understanding of language”

Thank you to our students for inspiring one another to be
our best always.

Silence

I'm in the dark were no one
knows

that I'm alone

in the dark

where | feel like I'm freezing
up

da dan na na da na

ow yeah aa

know one can see me
talking talking to world of
it's silence

and now your under its
silence

just breathe it out

and if the world goes

Oh why? oh why? oh why?
Can someone just hold me
I'll just breathe

Why can't you listen to
silence?

Silence is the best in the
world.

Why can't you just listen to
it2

Just never ever listen again,
just never ever listen again.
You're just breathing in and
the world is changing when
you go to speak.

Can someone just hold me?
I'll just breathe. Why can't
you listen to silence?
Silence is the best in the
world.

Why can't you just listen to
it2

Oh yeah aa why can't you
hear it2

Written by Matilda.



The voice of the violin

Verse 1 On Wednesday Stella’s

A music nofe pet lamb came to school.
Carried on the howling wind

Up, up, up AL: ps
Past city skyscrapers, grey clouds her, Milkie kept smiling at
Swallowed by the heart of the storm everyone.

But how that one note spread warmth, hope Then Stella showed us a
In my lost little heart

Beneath my feathers so ruffled, so damp : .
And | take flight up in Stella’s clothes!

Thanks for visiting Milkie.

Everyone had a hold of

picture of Milkie dressed

Verse 2
The note is followed by a song

A song so mournful yet grateful \» \ :
- e |

o
> ‘**

So dramatic yet full of serenity

| follow

Searching for that warmth

That fragile piece of hope

Eyes scanning a sea of bobbing umbrellas,
Shuffling feet

My wings fighting against harsh lashing wind
I'm not sure

But | think | see

A part in the crowd, civilisation

Down a dimly lit alleyway

Where the song

Is flowing from

Verse 3

Eyes closed, heart flowing out through string and bow
A look of peace and mourning set on his
Face full of creases.

That hold stories of love, loss, admission
His fingers dancing on taut strings

His spirit weeps as his violin

Held with gentle hands full of trust

Sings

Fills me whole

Caresses my heart, so lost

| descend

8

Gracefully, nimbly

| land

On the scroll of the violin

And | find that

A single violin, a single man
Can nourish the weak heart of
A sparrow lost in

A rushed city that doesn’t care
That dark reminiscence healed

By the voice of the violin




Respectful Relationships...

Ms Power, Ms Paulet, Mrs. Jackson and Ms Young had a
productive day vyesterday (Thursday 12th September)
collaborating  together  reviewing  our  Respectful
Relationships Whole School Approach.

The Respectful Relationships (RRRR) program is made of 6
components:- Leadership and Commitment, Professional
learning, Teaching and Llearning, Families and
Communities, Support for staff and students and School
Culture and Environment.

We worked through some of these components assessing
where we are and what are next steps are going to be.
We are very excited about the future of this whole school
approach and look forward to sharing these with you in the
future.

One of our actions is to increase our team to include
parent/carer members. If you think you might be interested
in this, please contact the school or have a chat with Jenny
Young.

Be Respectful
Be a Learner
Be Safe

Be Caring

Everyone can learn to learn




COLOURFUNRUN

FRIDAY 18TH OCT @1.30

g PLEASE
CONTACT THE

A®  oFFice

55

ENTRY

MORE INFO
This year Foster Primary is running the Colour Fur
Run independently.
There will be no sponsership required,
Just a fun filled day for the kids.
Entry money will go towards supplies for the Coloar
Fun Run.
Farents and families welcorme to wateh the rin

2024 October
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