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by Scott Moorhouse
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NAIDOC Week Celebrations At FPS.
NAIDOC Week stands as a poignant celebration of the rich
cultural heritage, resilience, and achievements of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples in Australia. This week-long
event, typically held annually in July, is a significant occasion 
for all Australians to come together, acknowledge, and pay
respect to the contributions Indigenous Australians have made
and continue to make to our society.
The acronym NAIDOC originally stood for National Aborigines
and Islanders Day Observance Committee, which was formed 
in the 1920s to increase awareness in the wider community of
the status and treatment of Indigenous Australians. Over the
decades, NAIDOC Week has evolved into a broader
celebration that not only highlights the past struggles and
challenges faced by Indigenous peoples but also emphasises
their ongoing achievements and contributions across various
fields.
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Cultural Preservation and Education
One of the primary goals of NAIDOC Week is to promote a
deeper understanding and appreciation of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander cultures. It provides an opportunity for
Indigenous Australians to share their stories, traditions, and
languages with the wider community, fostering cultural
awareness and respect. Through events such as art
exhibitions, performances, storytelling sessions, and
traditional ceremonies, NAIDOC Week helps preserve and
promote Indigenous heritage in a meaningful and accessible
way. All of our grades have been engaged in this during the
week.
Recognition and Reconciliation
NAIDOC Week also plays a crucial role in advancing the
process of reconciliation between Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous Australians. By acknowledging and
celebrating the achievements and contributions of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples, the week encourages a
more inclusive and respectful dialogue about the nation's
history and its ongoing impact on Indigenous communities. 
It serves as a reminder of the need for ongoing efforts
towards reconciliation, justice, and equality for all
Australians. Our staff pride themselves on using this as a
basis for ethical conversations.

Community Engagement and Unity
Throughout NAIDOC Week, communities across Australia
come together to participate in a wide range of activities and
events. These celebrations not only strengthen connections
within Indigenous communities but also provide opportunities
for people of all backgrounds to engage with and learn from
each other. Whether through participating in cultural
workshops, attending community festivals, or joining in
discussions on important issues facing Indigenous
Australians, NAIDOC Week encourages dialogue,
understanding, and solidarity.

Everyone can learn to learn

Student Free Dates...
Monday 4th November
Monday 2nd December
Friday 20th December

Camp Dates....
Grade 5/6 Coonawarra
6th-8th November

Grade 3/4 Woorabinda @
Yallourn North
25th-27th November
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Empowerment and Inspiration
Importantly, NAIDOC Week celebrates the resilience,
strength, and achievements of Indigenous Australians. It
shines a spotlight on Indigenous leaders, artists, scholars,
athletes, and community advocates who are making
significant contributions to society. By showcasing these
achievements, NAIDOC Week inspires younger generations
of Indigenous Australians to embrace their heritage, pursue
their dreams, and strive for excellence in all aspects of life.
Through this ideal, Ms. Charlton took our indigenous students
to the secondary college where they had cultural experiences
with other aboriginal students from around the area.

Looking Forward
As Australia continues on its journey towards reconciliation,
NAIDOC Week remains a pivotal moment for reflection,
celebration, and action. It serves as a reminder that the
recognition and empowerment of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples are integral to the nation's identity and
future. By participating in NAIDOC Week events, Australians
can contribute to building a more inclusive and respectful
society where Indigenous cultures are honoured, and
Indigenous voices are heard.
NAIDOC Week is not just a celebration but a powerful
reminder of the importance of recognising, respecting, and
celebrating the rich cultural heritage and contributions of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. It is an
opportunity for all Australians to come together in unity,
solidarity, and mutual respect as we continue to strive towards
a brighter and more equitable future for all.
As such, NAIDOC week holds a special place for many of us
here at FPS and underpins our values.  This last week,
students have been engaging in culturally rich activities and
learning about the great things the aboriginal culture has to
teach us, such as environmental management, equity and
resilience.  
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August
2nd - Whole School Olympics
         Day
2nd -  Assembly @ 2.30
8th - Grade 5&6 Melbourne
       Excursion
9th -   Assembly @ 2.30
10th - 16th - Science Week
16th - Assembly @ 2.30
17th - Farmers Market Stall
19th - 23rd - Book Week
21st - Dress Up Day (Book Week)
23rd - Melbourne Stars Cricket
          Visit - Activities
23rd - Assembly @ 2.30
30th - Assembly @ 2.30
30th - Fathers Day Stall
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This week has also seen two of our staff members (Ms. Jones
and Ms. Charlton) attend SPPIKE training.  This training helps
to deepen the understanding of issues affecting children and
families with an aboriginal background.  I am sure much of
this will be shared with our community in the near future.  

Mini Olympics
Stay tuned for the fun and excitement of the Olympics next
Friday it is sure to be a fun day.  It will be postponed
however if the weather does not cooperate.  
We will begin at 10am with an opening ceremony and
conclude at 2:30pm with a closing ceremony.  Sports will be
held in between these two events and parents are most
welcome throughout the day.

FPS - MINI OLYMPICS

September
2nd - 6th - Literacy & Numeracy
               Week
4th - Aviva Music Incursion
6th - PJ Day Fundraiser
6﻿th - Assembly @ 2.30pm
6th - Newsletter Day
9th - STP Conferences 3.30-4.30
10th - STP Conferences 3.30-4.30
11th - STP Conferences 3.30-4.30
12th - STP Conferences 3.30-4.30
16th - STP Conferences 3.30-4.30
18th - STP Conferences 3.30-4.30
11th - National Day against
         bullying
12th - RUOK? Day
12th - Division Athletics at
         Cranbourne
13﻿th - Assembly @ 2.30pm
17th - Newsletter Day
20th - Footy Colours Day
20﻿th - Assembly @ 2.30pm
20th - Last day of Term 3
21st - Farmers Market Stall

Friday 2nd August

Soccer
Basketball

Archery
Javelin

Relay - Egg & Spoon
“Swimming” Relays

Aboriginal Games - Gorri
Gymnastics

Shooting
Rowing
Hockey

More information to follow soon.......



Volunteers needed please...
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Classroom News...
In 2/3D we have been reading examples of
information reports and even writing our own
information reports on different types of animals.
We’ve found that most information reports have a
classification, description and conclude with an
opinion. For maths, we have been using arrays to help
learn about repeated addition and multiplication. We
found out that 3x4 can be read as 3 ‘groups of’ 4.
Also the Olympics are coming up and we have been
exploring the history of the Olympics, the meaning of
the 5 Olympic rings and the different flags of various
countries.
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Classroom News...

Cross Country 
On the 23rd of May it was the Division Cross Country
at Stony Creek Race Course. There were about 24
students that went from Foster Primary School. We had
to pick Fish Creek students up on the way. Oliver
Buttigieg, Harriet White, Jobe Johnston  and Griffin
Sumaru  made it through to regionals and Sam Johnston
is an emergency. It was a really fun day and we all
came back to school so tired.   
By Jasmine
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Classroom Work
For the past couple weeks in Maths we have been
doing a lot of work on measurement and chance. We
did some fun activities in measurement. In one activity,
Miss Jones used masking tape to make a big grid on
the ground for us to measure the area and perimeter.
We have also been doing a lot of different learning
activities on chance and prediction. Miss Power taught
us a fun game, it is where you have a deck of cards
and you’ve got to add the numbers on the cards
together. If she pulled out a jack you would add fifteen
points to your total, if a queen was pulled out you’d
double your score but if she pulled out a king you
would lose all your money. But you’re allowed to bank
whenever you want which means you get to keep your
money. Whoever banked with the most money before a
king is pulled out wins!!!! 
By Bonnie
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Classroom News...
Early Act   
In the Early Act we have been doing a project on the junior playground. We are
building a truck track! This track is for the kindergarten kids and the prep, one
and two students. We started this project this week on the 21/5. This has been a
really exciting project and heaps more exciting things are yet to come on
building the track. Thanks to Liz, Laurie and Ms Young for making this happen.
Thanks also to all of the other Rotarians who have given up their own time to
come in and help us build this track.
By Molly

Congratulations....

Congratulations to Ollie
and Harriet for their
outstanding efforts in

competing in the 
State Cross Country

event.
Ollie and Harriet

finished 15th and 51st
respectively.

We are all very proud of
you at Foster Primary

School.
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ESP News....

Laara Eames – Education Support/Sounds Write
Intervention
Laara has been at our school for some time and has
worked with more students than she can count.  Laara’s
strength is literacy where she is trained in many programs.
Three mornings per week she runs literacy intervention
with junior students.  We have seen a marked
improvement with students who work with Laara.

Larissa Perkins - Educational Support
Larissa is one of the most caring people you will ever
meet.  She mostly works with students 1:1 but also spends
time working to assist families to help students get to
school.  Larissa is often willing to go the extra mile to
assist students and uses her fabulous creative brain to
think of innovative ways to help.  She also works with
students at lunch times teaching skills such as knitting and
getting along.  You may also see Larissa’s art in the Sandy
Point Art Show!
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Jo Maloney – Wellbeing/Education Support
Jo has been in wellbeing now for 3 years and would be a
familiar sight both at school and in the local community.
She works 1:1 with students on issues affecting them.  This
may include assisting families who need linking with
support or at times a shoulder to cry on.  Jo supports all of
our staff at school, as well in wellbeing.  She does an
incredible job.

I just want to highlight a special section of our school which, unjustly at times is forgotten, as the big
wheels of education turn slowly.  Our ESP staff (Education Support Professionals) are the life blood of
our school and represent the things we hold most dear about education.  Our teaching staff certainly
appreciate the effort they go to, however I wanted to highlight the work that they do. 
So if you see them around the school, say ‘hi’.       Mr Moorhouse
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Drew Cassidy – Education Support
Drew has a fabulous rapport with students and his
laid-back nature endears him to many students he
works with.  Also, a wiz on many musical instruments
Drew is committed to providing a first-class education
to those he works with.  Drew uses sport and music to
connect with all students at the school and is always
up for a game of something!

Ali Wogan-Brown – (Teacher) Tutoring
Ali is our school tutor as well as 5/6P’s teacher two
days per week.  Ali works with students who need a
‘boost’ in certain areas.  Ali’s main focus is
numeracy where she works with students in small
groups and in conjunction with the classroom
teacher.  Ali has supremely high expectations for all
of the students she works with and often they reach
the high bar she sets. Our school wide data shows a
marked improvement and a lot of this has to do with
Ali’s efforts.        

Katrina Need – Kitchen/Education Support
Katrina is probably best know for her efforts in the
Kitchen where she runs a fantastic cooking program
for our 3 – 6 students.  However many of you would
not know that she works 1:1 with students with special
needs.  She uses her fabulous creative skills and
caring nature to assist these students to achieve their
best

ESP News....
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Classroom News...
KITCHEN/GARDEN
At school we do kitchen and garden every week,if its a
kitchen week then we use the food that we have grown
from the garden. If it's a garden week then we either
plant, weed, clean up the rubbish around the school
just to make things look tidy or clean the chicken coop.
Kitchen: Every week in kitchen we have a main meal, a
sauce and sweet and a salad. Normally we have
something similar to cupcakes,cookies, pizza and
maybe a slice. We have these things around the end of
the year.
ast week we made vegetable fritters, zucchini dip, a
salad and jam drops.
Garden: In garden, we’ve been planting seeds and
growing a lot of stuff such as Zucchini,broccoli,lettuce,
beans and a lot more. We grow these things for the
kitchen.
This is what we do every second week at school.
Whether it’s kitchen or garden, I find them both fun. 
By Casey 

WINTER SPORTS
Winter sports is an activity for a bunch of different schools to play. There is the
option of 5 different sports; Basketball, Football, Netball, Soccer and T-ball. Every
Friday the schools play against each other, and take it in turns of having a home
game or away game. 
Lightning Prem is like winter sports, but there is no tball and you can play basketball
and/or another sport (netball, footy, soccer). If you don’t play basketball then you
wait until the other sports start. If you make it through then you will make it to
another game but if not then it stops altogether. Sometimes there are multiple teams
for a sport, well just basketball and netball.
So far we have played against Mirboo North. We were meant to play Korumburra
last week but unfortunately it got canceled.    By Ziggy 
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Classroom News...
Welcome back to Term 3 in the middle building!
During our first week back we celebrated NAIDOC Week. Some students in our
classes went up to the high school for a smoking ceremony and told us all about it
at assembly.
We’ve been lucky enough to have some year 9 helpers come and help in the
classroom. This is part of the Year 9 Community Program and they will be in our
classroom every Wednesday for the rest of the Term. We look forward to their help
in the classroom.
We’ve been back into Kitchen and Garden classes, weeding and tidying up the
garden as well as cooking up a delicious brown lentil curry in kitchen.
2/3M have been writing information reports on lots of different animals. 
We’ve all learned some interesting facts and have enjoyed learning new things
about animals we never knew!
3/4Y have been focusing on poetry, specifically haiku for this week.
Both classes have been learning about multiplication in Maths. 
We’ve been using arrays to help us solve multiplication sums as well as repeated
addition.
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I eat trees, shrubs and leaves
I live in Africa in the savannahs and woodlands.

My predators are lions and hyenas.
I have a long neck.

I have light brown square patches on my body.
By Charlie

See if you can guess these animals using the clues written by some students in 2/3M:

They eat plants, fruits and flowers
They live in trees and rainforests

They have long arms and are cool
They are good at swinging from branch to branch

There are 264 species
By Roman
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Classroom News...
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They spread their wings out
They are very big

They have a yellow beak
They can be found in the forest

They eat a lot of fish
They have white feathers on their head

By Mason

They live in lots of countries like Africa and Australia
They eat mammals, fish and frogs.

They have rough skin.
They have sharp teeth.
They live in the water.

By Ruby

They eat fish and squid
They live in the ocean and coast.

They have no teeth,
Their predators are killer whales and leopard seals.

They live for 15-20 years.
By Ollie

I’m a type of bird
I live in Australia

I eat worms
You see lots of me around Foster

I am black and white
By Minny
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Classroom News...

Here are our Haiku Poems 

A little crazy
And sometimes not calm at all

Little silly too
By Mackayla

Understanding harmony
Is love to happy friends are

Close to you and me
By Ivy

A best friend mostly
They can be a bit rusty

Gets really silly
By Jesinta

The amazing Friendships
Laughter fun and playful

Friends are amazing
By Adele

Friendships are cheerful
Be supporting and loving
Have fun, have kindness

By Neave

She is fun and kind
Is a Taylor Swift lover
The same as me..Yay

By Celeste

Sometimes fading away
Friendships like the weather now

Twisting and turning
By Gian

Happy, fun friendsips
Angry, glad, jolly friends

Up, sunny, merry
By Logan
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NAIDOC...

NAIDOC week was held around the country from 7-14
July 2024, NAIDOC Week celebrates and recognises
the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples. During the first week of
term, we celebrated NAIDOC Week in our classes.
Students participated in a range of different learning
activities within their class which focused on the culture
and history of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people in Australia.
Our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students were
invited to a celebration and Welcome to Country at
Foster Secondary College. These students also got to see
some traditional dancing.

In 5/6J students had a go at writing their own
Acknowledgements of Country. Here are some of them:

We would like to thank the traditional custodians for
sharing the land that they cared for, for more than
60,000 years and still do, to this day. Would also like
to thank the Gunai Kurnai, Bunurong and Boonwurrong
people for their dedication to the land which we live
on. We would like to pay our respects to elders past,
present and emerging for sharing the land where we
learn, grow, play and live.
By Ashlee & Madi
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NAIDOC..
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I would like to acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people for
providing land for us to continue our learning throughout the years. We pay our
respects to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and thank them for
keeping the land clean and nice for future generations. We promise to keep the land
clean, healthy and growing.
Sam & Dylan

We pay our respects to the traditional owners of the land and place we call home.
Thank you to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders for sharing that land. We
extend that appreciation to the elders past, present and emerging. We are grateful
to their connections that go through land, sea, sky and community. We acknowledge
all of the different cultural celebrations and traditions that they share with us and
teach us.
By Bonnie & Molly
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Classroom News...
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Triolet – By Bonnie & Joriemar
All the different pretty colours,

I love how they smell,
Then the bees see the flowers,

All the different,
Pretty colours,

They stare at them for hours,
The gardens going well,

All the different,
Pretty colours,

I love how they smell

Renga – By Bonnie
The waves roar loudly,

Beach sunsets are beautiful,
Shells are looking pretty good,
Sand squashed between toes,

The air breezes through my hair,
Mornings are so nice,

Then the sunshines light on me,
Crabs shuffle around,

And fish flaps their fins,
Nemo gets found finally, 

The sun starts to rise

Triolet – By Hudson & Sam
Wet and windy,

The wind is calling,
Cold, dark and eerie,

Wet and windy,
Falling snow is chilly,

The clouds are balling, 
Wet and Windy,

The wind is calling

We have had a fabulous start
to the term. We have been
doing lots of work with
fractions in Maths and looking
at different forms of poetry in
our Reading and Writing. So
far, we have looked at Renga,
Nonet and Triolet poems.
Here are some poems from
the students in our class.
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Classroom News...
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Nonet – By Jasmine
It’s dark and misty in the forest,

Snakes slither around the bushes,
The animals are pretty,
Beetles eyes lighting up,
Flowers blooming bright,

Raindrops on leaves,
It is wet,
Rainy,
Land

Nonet- By Tully
The Dory fish swam to the big shore,

Along the way she saw Nemo,
When she got there, she bought

snacks,
She gave her snacks to Bob,

Bob is her pet dog,
Bob dog is dumb,

Bob was left,
Bye Bob,

Bye

Triolet – By Madi, Molly & Ashlee
The buzzing fly annoying the cat,

The cat hissed and ran,
He ran under the hat,

The buzzing fly,
Annoying the cat,

The cat was on the mat, 
He ran and ran as fast as he can,

The buzzing fly,
Annoying the cat,

The cat hissed and ran

Triolet – By Ziggy & Casey
Raining, hailing, dripping,

The rain falls fast,
Rain is falling,

Raining, hailing, dripping,
Outside is squelching,

I hope it won’t last,
Raining, hailing, dripping,

Rain is falling fast



Upcoming Events...

Everyone can learn to learn

Be Respectful
Be a Learner

Be Safe
Be Caring


