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The latest news and updates from Foster Primary School

As we wind up Term 3 there are a number of reflection points that I wish


to touch on.   

Two weeks ago I had privilege of attending the first South Gippsland


SPPIKE program (Strengthening Professional Capabilities of Principal’s in


Koorie Education). This program went for 3 days where the hours were


long but possibly the best learning I have done in my career. We were


fortunate enough to be able to release Ms. Andrea Bell (Disability and


Inclusion Coordinator) and Ms. Sue Duggan (assistant Principal) to join


me.   

The learning journey provided insight into many issues that Aboriginal


and Torres Strait Islander people deal with on a daily basis and how to


best support students at school. This education for us will not just assist


Aboriginal students but will also support many of our students in our


school. The methods and strategies that we learned will have far


reaching effects on whole school planning, education in the classroom


for all students, emotional self-regulation for students and staff and


developing reflection and introspection for all people involved in our


school. 

NEWS FROM THE

PRINCIPAL by Scott Moorhouse

June 2022

2nd Regional Cross Country

3rd Winter sport at Inverloch

13th Queens Birthday Public Holiday

17th Vixens Netball Clinic Gr 3-6

23rd Division Winter Sport

24th Last Day Term 2 & student free


day

July 2022

11th First Day Term 3

14th State Cross Country

August 2022

15th Gr 3/4 Excursion to Melbourne


Museum

26th Gr 5/6 Excursion to the MCG

31st - 1st Sept Waratah Beach Camp


Gr 3/4

September 2022

9th Division Athletics 

14th & 15th Lion King Performance

16th Last Day Term 3

IMPORTANT DATES
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October 2022

3rd First Day Term 4

11th Regional Aths Newborough

14th Junior Athletics Carnival

TBC Gr 2 sleepover

31st Student Free Day

November 2022

1st Melbourne Cup Day

2nd - 4th Coonawarra Camp


Grade 5/6

December 2022

TBC Gr P-2 Water Safety

TBC Grade 6 Graduation

TBC Gr 3-6 Pool Party

TBC Gr P-2 Party

20th Last Day Term 4

It would be fair to say that this education reached us on an emotional


and spiritual level that I have not experienced before. From this


learning we are embarking on a project. We are aiming to make a


‘Foster Primary School Statement From the Heart’. A steering group


made up of myself, Ms. Duggan, Ms. Bell, Matt Wallis (SC President)


and Kane Horvath (parent) will lead this project. We will be seeking


input from parents, students and staff. If you are interested in


participating in this project please contact our office so we can utilize


your enthusiasm. 

It has been noted that there have been many absences from school


both with children and staff. We understand that it is a difficult time


for many of our families. Please try to remember to put your child’s


absence on Compass or call our office. In the event that we are


unable to find enough staff unfortunately grades will need to ‘split’ in


order for classrooms to remain open. We will try to give as much


warning to families as we can if this happens although, it is not always


possible. A grade split will generally involve students in one class being


‘split’ across the school in groups of 3 or 4. We aim to avoid this if at


all possible and if it occurs, we aim to keep it to the shortest time


possible. 

Over the last few weeks our grade 4-6’s have been completing the


Attitudes to School Survey (ATOSS). This information is vital to assist in


planning for the direction of our school. We understand that with


absences some students may have missed out. Unfortunately we


cannot catch them up at this stage. Students in this survey are


deidentified to the school and only has which grades the responses


came from. From this survey last year we developed our theme around


‘self confidence’. Below is last years results. I’ll share this year’s results


later in the year. 

Foster PS Panorama Portal 2022 – Resilience Among Students 

http://www.fosterps.vic.edu.au/
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Over the last 3 weeks our staff have been working with George

Telford. George is a former principal and now works for an

educational consultancy firm called ‘Challenging Learning’. In

conjunction with our commitment to develop student’s self-confidence

George’s teachings allow us to challenge students to improve through

promoting struggle as a means of growth. This is as he would put it

making students ‘Comfortably Uncomfortable’. Over the four and half

hours of Education our staff learned not only the value but the way of

promoting that struggle, achievement and reflection are the way to

developing adaptable, creative and resilient learners. Every staff

member I have spoken was inspired by these learnings and we have

committed to doing our own reflections and to mutually agree how this

will be incorporated into all of our classrooms. I thank every staff

member who gave up extra time to attend these sessions. 

Thank-you to Carolyn Tonkin who convened our book fair over the last

2 weeks. This is a great chance for families to purchase high quality

and age-appropriate literary material for your children at a reasonable

price. A portion of the money raised goes to the school as well. There

will be a further book fair in semester 2. We encourage all families to

participate in acquiring books for students to read or read as a family.

The value of reading to your children cannot be under-estimated and

we are happy to support this any way we can. 

As winter is well and truly here, please remember to send your child in

appropriate attire. Our uniform is sold from ‘Inside Out Clothing’. If you

need assistance to update your child’s uniform we are only too happy

to help, please call our office and speak to Jenny or myself.  

Plans continue to tick along nicely for the new kindergarten being built

on-site at Foster Primary School.  Works are scheduled to begin at the

end of July.  Stay tuned for updates as they arise.

As we update the Child Safe Standards policies, we need to take the

Child Safety & Wellbeing to consultation with our school community. 

 This can be viewed on the school webpage  

 We would appreciate your feedback by 23rd June.  Thank you.

Scott Moorhouse 

Principal  

http://www.fosterps.vic.edu.au/
https://fosterps.vic.edu.au/school-policies/


Sports Report

On the 25th April Max and I went to Dandenong for a four hour


basketball trial for the first stage with people from all around


Gippsland. When I saw everyone my heart dropped seeing how tall


they were. When we started we first did warm ups like layups,


alternating dribbling hands. Then we were split into teams. Annoyingly


Max and I were not on the same team. We had 7 teams. When the


trials finished everyone sat down together. The selectors came and rad


out all the names. They got closer and closer to the end of the list.


They read out the numbers that were on our legs, followed by our


name. I was 41, Max was 40. It was down to the last name, Max’s and


my name, both hadn’t been called out. The selector said “41 Archer


Gee” I made it! But Max hadn’t. My heart rose but then sank seeing


Max hadn’t made it. I congratulated Max and he did the same back.

Archer Gee

I was fortunate enough to have the chance to try out in the first stage


of state cricket tryouts at Frankston. This experience was great that


gave me tips and lots of other great things to help batting and


bowling skills. I made lots of friends and knew a few friends from


basketball. We were scored on how our technique was and how fast or


spinny you can bowl and other things. At the end the scorers


announced the top ten out of 38 kids made it through and fortunately I


made it through to the next stage which will be held at the MCG on


20th June. Max Johnston

Congratulations to Zephyr, Tyler, Holly, Max, James, Perry, Alex and


Harriet for competing in the Regional Cross Country at Lardner Park


last Thursday.  All finished in the top 30, which is a terrific effort.  Max,


Holly and Zephyr will go on to compete at State level at Yarra Glen


racecourse on 14th July.

On the 8th June Foster Primary’s Grade 5/6s joined up with Toora and


Welshpool (as Prom Coast Cluster)  to compete against the Waratah


Cluster in the Lightning Prem District competition.

Scores were:

 Mixed netball Prom Coast 7 to Waratah 3

 Soccer Prom Coast 7 to Waratah 5. There was an exciting penalty


shoot out in the soccer. Dylan blocked the goal whilst Ewan shot


another one drawing the win.

 Girls netball Prom Coast 33 to Waratah 0

 Football Prom Coast 118 to Waratah 15.Good sportsmanship from Max


and Archer who played with Waratah for a quarter, scoring points for


them.

We had a great victory and had a good time. Thanks to the parents,


teachers and students from Foster Secondary College that helped.The


next round is on Thursday 23rd at Wonthaggi and we’re hoping for


another win.

Zephyr, Willow, Max & Archer.


