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PRINCIPAL by Ashton Webster

The last 4 weeks has been an incredible experience being able to
witness and be part of a team that are all doing all they can to achieve
the goal of providing the best opportunities for all our students. Office
staff, teachers, aides, gardeners, CRT's, IT staff are all working towards
that one goal and the results show with a few examples | will share
below.

SWPBS (School Wide Positive Behaviour)

SWPBS is a framework around developing structures and explicitly
teaching the positive behaviours. Staff are currently in the process of
reviewing the current processes, particularly around responding to
challenging behaviours, acknowledging positive behaviours and how we
communicate these with parents.

Learning Walks

Sue Duggan has been leading the Learning Walk journey with staff and |
have had the opportunity to take part in a number of them in the past
few weeks. Learning Walks are fantastic way for staff to learn from other

staff and be provided with feedback around their delivery of classes. The

focus has been on the first part of the lesson with what we call the “I do”
and the “we do”.




Prom Excursions

1 was lucky enough to be invited to go on both the Junior and the Senior
excursions that were planned with the focus on bringing the students and
staff together in @ new environment. These days were a great success and 1
really enjoyed the opportunity to get to know more of our students and be
part of the fun

Kinder Onsite

We met last week with the representatives to look at the site for the new
Kinder which will be a great addition to the school that will provide a much
needed relief for the already bursting at the seams Hub. Having the Kinder
onsite will also provide a much smoother transition to Foster Primary School.
The project duration from start to finish should take 11 months with a start yet
to be confirmed.

Mangrove Senior Excursion

Unfortunately, on this day storms were forecast for both the morning and
afternoon and the students would have no form of shelter during this time, so
we made the tough call of not going to Venus Bay. However, the organisers
decided that they would bring the activities to us and this included boomerang
throwing, showing displays of animals, bug collecting and even taking the
students down to our local creek to run a number of experiments to test the
health of the creek. What started off as a disappointment soon lead to a great
day of learning and fun.

Prom Coast Athletics

What a fantastic day the Athletics was for all with amazing weather and for
me personally to be able to walk around to see the smiles and the enjoyment
the students were having mixing with our neighbouring schools and
participating in the great events. 1 big thankyou goes out to Craig and Kylie for
the huge amount of work leading up to and during the day and of course a big
thank you goes to all the people who volunteered their time to make the day a
success.

Lunch time fun

The team have looked at many ways to improve engagement during
lunchtimes and recesses with new line markings for games, Gaga Ball pit,
senior students running games with our juniors, athletics training, chess club,
revamping the sand pit in the senior area and continuing to provide an area
called the Chill Out Room for those that require a quiet space.

Be Respectful

There are still plenty of great things on the agenda for the rest of the term

and while 1 am not looking forward to my time at Foster Primary coming to

an end, 1 am excited for another week and a half of working in what 1 Be a Learner
consider to be one of the best schools that 1 have seen in all my years in

Education. Be safe

Be Caring
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Learning Assistance Program
Link to LAP organisation:  https://www.lap.org.au/

The Learning Assistance Program (LAP) has been operating at Foster
Primary School for many years. The program matches community
volunteers with a student who has been nominated for the program by
their classroom teacher.

Adult mentors spend time with a student who may have unmet
wellbeing, academic, social and emotional needs. With support
students develop resilience and wellbeing.

The stated aims of the program are to:

* Develop positive relationships between students/mentors in a safe,
one-to-one environment

* Build confidence and self-esteem in students

* Support the successful learning of students

* Promote, encourage and value parent/caregiver and community
commitment and participation

* Foster and strengthen parent/caregiver and teacher relationships
to benefit students

* Create a genuine, supportive and positive school community

If you feel you have a spare hour in your week to make a positive
difference to one of our students please call Foster Primary School to
register your interest. Once registered we will do our best to match
suitable volunteers with the specific needs of our students. Volunteers
will need a current Working With Children Check and be fully
vaccinated.

Thank you, Marion Paulet

Be Respectful
Be a Learner

Be Safe
Be Caring
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